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Society: Minutes of the Directors Meeting

MINUTES OF THE DIRECTORS MEETING
The Board of Directors met in fall session in the Society’s quarters in the
University of Florida Library, Gainesville, on Saturday morning, December
5, 1959, at 10 A.M., with President Albert C. Manucy presiding.
Members present were Gilbert Lycan, Frank Sessa, Lois J. Sette, Albert
DeVane, James R. Knott, Mrs. M. H. Latour, J. Stewart Milner, Ben
F. Rogers, Dena Snodgrass, Julien C. Yonge and Rembert W. Patrick.
The Board discussed the need for increased financial support of the
Quarterly at considerable length. Among proposals to bring such support
were encouraging Florida banks and industry to pay for the distribution of
the Quarterly to school libraries, an intensified campaign by members,
particularly the directors, to secure new school subscriptions, the possibility of accepting advertising, and of inducing the State Department of
Education to pay the Society a flat sum in return for distributing the
magazine to school libraries throughout the state. Mr. Rogers and Mr.
Keen were to contact the Department of Education.
In the absence of Chairman Ruder of the Finance Committee, Mrs. Sette
informed the Directors that the Society had approximately $1,000 in its
checking account.
Mr. Rogers, Chairman of the Program Committee, indicated that programs
were almost completed for the annual meeting at Mt. Dora. Because of
conflicts with other commitments of several directors, firm dates were not
set but left to the discussion of the program chairman and the local committee.
Mr. Yonge advised the directors that a supply of the bound issue of the
Pensacola number of the Quarterly was available at $3.50 per copy. He
noted, also, that the index was still selling well and that there is a
biography of General Duncan Clinch in preparation by Dr. Patrick.
Because of his illness Mr. Louis Capron, Chairman of the Committee on
Affiliations with Other Societies, felt someone else should take over his
duties. Miss Snodgrass agreed to assume the chairmanship of the committee.
Mr. Manucy read a letter from the National Geographic Society which
outlined plans to publish books on national shrines. It requested the Florida Historical Society to submit a list of sites considered proper for inclusion in such volumes. It was agreed that the president would write
a letter to the National Geographic Society outlining the Society’s position.
The Board appointed Judge Knott chairman of a committee to draw resolutions of regret to be sent to Mrs. Ruby Hancock upon the death of her
husband, James T. Hancock, and to the family of Mr. C. H. Schaeffer
who also passed away recently.
It was felt best to withhold announcement of the essay contest until the
date of the annual meeting was made firm. However, Mr. Beiser was
appointed chairman of the committee to judge such essays, and was
authorized to choose committee members to serve with him.
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It was announced that the American Association for State and Local
History and Broadcast Music, Incorporated, had offered a prize of $500
to the professional historian and $500 to the non-professional for the
best essay on his reflections while standing before the Lincoln Memorial.
Mr. Patrick, Mrs. Sette, and Mr. Jordan were to act as judges for the
state of Florida. The winning essays would then compete with those from
other states.
Possible sites considered for future annual meetings were West Palm
Beach, in 1961, and Jacksonville, in 1962.
As the final item of business, the Board considered the question of whether
the directors should be chosen from local societies. It was the consensus
that this change would result in too many directors. The question was
tabled until the next meeting.
Meeting was adjourned at 12:45 P.M.

MINUTES OF THE DIRECTORS MEETING
The Board of Directors
7, 1960, at 8:15 P.M.,
bers present were: Mr.
DeVane, Mrs. Latour,
Knott and Mr. Sessa.

met at the Lakeside Inn, Mt. Dora, Florida, April
with President Albert C. Manucy presiding. MemPederson, Mr. Weed, Mrs. Sette, Mr. Rogers, Mr.
Mr. Milner, Miss Snodgrass, Mr. Lycan, Judge

Mrs. Sette reported that fifty persons from Florida had participated in
national competition for the best 1500 word essay on “Reflections while
standing before the Lincoln Memorial” sponsored by the American Association for State and Local History. The winner in the professional category was from Idaho and the non-professional from Connecticut.
The financial report read by Mrs. Sette showed that the Society received
$8,123.74 from all sources and expended $8,168.95, making a loss for
the year of $45.21. This loss in part was the result of a drop in membership of twenty-four members. The Society had 954 members and subscribers in March, 1959; it had 929 members as of March 31, 1960. The
budget submitted and approved for the coming year anticipated an income
of $6,014 and an estimated total expense of $4,568.50.
Mr. Rogers, Chairman of the Nominating Committee, suggested that the
Society adopt the practice of changing the President each year rather
than every two years as is the present custom. The Directors went on
record as favoring adoption of the proposal. It was also decided that one
member of the Nominating Committee should always be a former president.
Mr. Patrick, editor of the Quarterly, who could not be present, reported by
letter on publications during the past year. He stressed the need for increasing financial support for the Quarterly and suggested that business
firms and individuals might be induced to contribute substantial sums
of money by being listed in the Quarterly as patrons who made contribution of $1,000; sustaining members, $500; and contributing members,
$100. He also emphasized the need for well-written articles for the
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Quarterly and noted that it was the responsibility of the Society to encourage writing in Florida history. This might be accomplished by awarding a $50 bond for the best article published in the Quarterly in the
previous year and a $100 bond for the best book on Florida history published in the same period. If the Society could afford it, it would probably be better to increase these amounts to a $100 bond and a $500 bond
respectively.
The directors also contributed ideas that might be helpful in securing
added financial support. It was suggested that each director ought to approach firms or individuals in his own area who would see that the
secondary schools, public and parochial, would receive a paid-up
subscription to the Quarterly. PTA’s could also be approached to make
such subscriptions possible, for once the PTA adopts such a policy, it
almost always continues it. Mr. Lycan observed that it might help to give
e a c h a u t h o r w h o h a d a n a r t i c l e p u b l i s h e d i n t h e Q u a r t e r l y a small
honorarium, perhaps $10, or a certificate. The directors unanimously approved a motion that the Board of Editors be authorized to award a
small honorarium and/or a certificate when funds for such a purpose become available.
The Directors unanimously approved a motion that resolutions of appreciation to Julien C. Yonge, Editor Emeritus, and to Colonel Duncan
Lamont Clinch be drawn and presented to the membership.
Judge Knott reported on the activities of the Florida Civil War Centennial Commission and invited the Directors and members of the Society
to attend and to contribute their ideas to the meeting scheduled at an
early date at Stetson University.
Miss Snodgrass noted that twenty-six affiliated societies would report on
their activities at the annual luncheon meeting, Friday, April 8.
Mr. Manucy read the report of Mr. Beiser, Chairman of the Committee
to Judge the Annual Essay Contest. One hundred twenty-five essays
were submitted. Winners were: First Place-Loraine LeGette of Sarasota Senior High School for her essay “Early or Earliest: The Story of
Col. J. H. Gillespie’s First Golf Course.” Second Place-Alvin E. Holmes,
Andrew Jackson Senior High School, Jacksonville, for “Encamped at
Panama.” Third Place-Florence Brigham, Southwest Miami Senior High
School, for “The Tamiami Trail.”
The Directors voted unanimously to recommend to the membership that
Julian C. Yonge be made an honorary life member.
Upon the invitation of West Palm Beach it was voted to recommend that
the annual meeting in 1961 be held in that city. The dates chosen were
April 6, 7, 8, 1961.
Judge Knott pointed out that this Society could be most helpful to groups
that are anxious to form an historical society. After some discussion, it
was decided that at headquarters the Society could develop a kit with
materials helpful to such groups and that it should maintain a list of
speakers which might be drawn upon by local historical societies or
groups.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:20 P.M.
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